Dec. 2, 1930. W. A. SHEAFFER ET AL 1,783,630

' ~ FOUNTAIN PEN DESK STAND
Filed Aug. 26, 1927

]
Lk s Trncoerddor
Plos7E£ 1R D SHEAFFER

7 Xetress L s ) Gadhidest:
ng i At %wmyﬂ %ceaﬁf%%ﬁ;




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Patented Dec. 2, 1930

UNITED STATES

1,783,630

PATENT OFFICE

WALTER A. SHEAFFER AND WILLIAM R. CUTHBERT, OF FORT MADISON, IOWA; SATD
CUTHBERT ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE ASSIGNMEN TS, TO PEN DESK SET COMPANY, A COR-

PORATION OF ILLINOIS

FOUNTAIN-PEN DESK STAND

Application fited August 26, 1927. Serial No. 215,570.

This invention relates to a fountain pen
desk stand and has special reference to a
fountain pen desk stand comprising a base
having a receptacle mounted thereon for re-
ceiving a fountain pen. _

More particularly, this invention relates
to a structure comprising a base having a
receptacle for receiving and sealing therein
the writing point and ink feeding means of
a fountain pen, the receptacle being adjust-
ably secured to the base whereby the fountain
pen may occupy various positions.

It is particularly desirable in a device of
this character that the fountain pen, when
not in use, is in a position such that the ink
flows toward the writing point thereby facili-
tating the flow of ink therefrom when start-
ing to write. When in such a position, it is

desirable to provide a substantially air-tight

chamber around the writing point of .the
fountain pen. ‘ )
In oyder to accomplish the aforementioned

results, the receptacle may be held at one of

several angles of inclination with respect to
the base which aside from facilitating the
flow of ink from the fountain pen when start-
ing to write, obtains a normal resting posi-
tion of the fountain pen such that it may be
readily grasped by the hand preparatory to
writing. ,

It is also desirable to have a still further
position of the receptacle wherein the recep-
tacle may lie substantially parallel with the
base. Inasmuch as these desk stands are or-
dinarily made of a costly material, being very
ornamental as well as useful, this latter posi-
tion of the receptacle makes it possible. to
place the entire desk stand in a drawer of the
desk’and lock it up when not in use.

One of the objects of this invention is to
provide a fountain pen desk stand of the
above type which will be durable, inexpen-
sive to manufacture and efficient. ]

A further object of this invention is to
provide a fountain pen desk stand in which
the receptacle may be urged into and held
in various angular positions with the base
whereby the fountain pen may be readily
grasped by the hand of the user. .

A further object of this invention is to

provide a fountain pen desk stand of the
above described type wherein the ink in the
pen will not recede from the ink feeding
means.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a fountain pen desk stand of the charac-
ter indicated above having a receptacle ad-
justably secured to the base for holding the
fountain pen, which receptacle will lie close
to and parallel with the base in one of its ad-
justed positions.

Further objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description and
drawing forming a part og this specification
to which latter reference may now be had for a
more complete understanding of the char-
acteristic features of this invention in which
drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the

fountain pen desk stand showing the base

in section; and

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view
of Fig. 1. o

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, the base 10 is preferably of plate
glass and has an aperture 11 extending there-
through to receive a base portion 12 on which
a receptacle 13 is adjustably mounted. The
base 10 is made preferably of clear crystal
plate glass of any desired shape. However,
the base may be made of a statuary bronze,
metal, marble or any other suitable substance
and may be made with various configurations
thereon to improve its ornamentality.

The base portion 12 is provided with a
diameter such as will loosely engage the
aperture 11 or may be made of an average
size such as to be uniform with the diameter
of the present day ink well. In order to
compensate for any variations in the diam-
eters of the apertures 11 in various desk

stands, a frictional means is disposed around

the periphery-of the base 12 to hold the lat-
ter against axial rotation unless manually
forced. These frictional means may com-
prise-a spring pressed plunger 14 which may
be inserted in an aperture 15 extending in-
wardly from the periphery of the base 12, Tt
is preferable to employ a plurality of these

.

inserts, as for example, there may be three

65

60

65

70

5

80

85

90

95

100



(-}

10

16

20

30

40

45

50

65

G0

65

2

inserts equally spaced around the periphery
of the base portion. The base portion 10 is
shown slightly countersunk to receive the
flange 16 of the base portion 12 which flange
portion is tapered for purposes of appear-
ance only. .

The receptacle 13 is formed preferably of
a pyroxylin plastic product or of other well
known compositions, and has a chamber 17
formed therein for receiving the writing
point and ink feeding means of a fountain
pen.18. The chamber is preferably so con-
structed that a substantial seal is maintained
when the fountain pen is inserted therein.
The upper end of- the receptacle and cham-
ber is flared so as to guide the pen into the
chamber.

The base portion 12 is provided with a
central aperture 19 in the lower end thereof
and an aperture 20 in the upper end thereof
in axial alignment with said lower aper-
ture 19. These two apertures are intercom-
municating and meet at 2 point substantially
midway O% the base portion. A support 21
is inserted into the aperture 20 and has a
shoulder 22 for engagement with the upper
surface of the base 12.. The lower end of
the support 21 is threaded and has a lock
nut 23 in engagement therewith for securing
the support 21 to the base 12. The upper
end of the support 21 is bifurcated as at 24
to receive a projecting portion 25 which is
secured to the bottom of the receptacle 13
by means of the screw 26. The projecting
portion 25 is pivotally mounted in the bi-
furcated portion 24 .of the support 21 and
has a plurality of notches or scallops 27 dis-
posed on the periphery thereof.

The support 21 has a central chamber 28

extending from the bottom portion to a point
near the bifurcated portion thereof. An
aperture 29 is formed in the material bet ween
the bifurcated portion and the lower cham-
ber 28 of the support 21 and has-a plunger
30 seated therein. The lower end of the
chamber 28 is threaded to receive a screw
plug 81 which bears against a compression
spring 32, which latter in turn urges the
plunger 30 into engagement with one of the
notches or scallops 27 on the projecting por-
tion 25. It will be apparent that should the
plunger 30 not have a seating engagement
with one of the scallops as when the recep-
tacle is out of a predetermined position, the
arcuate surface of the scallop will be out of
axial alignment with the plunger and will
thereby present a cam surface to the plunger
whereby the plunger 30 is urged by its spring
32 to seat in one of the scallops to pivot the
receptacle into a predetermined position.
The various positions of the receptacle 13
are shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing. The full
line position is that in which the pen rests so
as to be readily grasped preparatory to writ-
ing. However, it may be desirable to move
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the receptacle into a dotted line position -

such as is indicated at “A”, so that the pen
is pointed away from the user or perhaps
pointed toward a second person seated on
the opposite side of the desk. Again, the
scallops may be more numerous in order to
accommodate a greater number of angular
positions.

It may be desirable to revolve the recep-
tacle about the base in order to accommodate
a group of users seated around a desk. This,
of course, may be accomplished by manually
forcing the base 12 to rotate in the aperture
base portion 10 against the friction of the
spring pressed plunger members 14. It is
not to be understood that a great amount of
tension is exerted by the spring pressed
plunger members, but just sufficient friction
to steady the receptacle. In the various posi-
tions that the receptacle occupies, the foun-
tain pen may be given an accidental jolt and
in order to save the pen from breaking, the
base member 12 will rotate.

As has been hereinbefore stated, fountain
pen desk stands are made of quite expensive
materials as they should be ornamental as
well as useful. It is, therefore, quite neces-
sary in office buildings and the like where
attendants clean and repair the private rooms
of individuals in their absence, to keep these
in secretive places that may be locked.
Usually the drawers of the desks would be
more eonvenient. For this purpose, the sec-
ond dotted line positions “B” and “C” are
shown in which the reeeptacle and, of course,
the fountain pen lie parallel with the base or
in a horizontal position. It is apparent that
the desk stand in this position will require a
minimum amount of space and may be placed
in drawers of comparatively small size.

‘While several positions have been shown in
which the receptacle may be positively posi-
tioned by means of the s;:rin pressed plung-
er 30 engaging the notches 257 of the projec-
tion 25 extending from the receptacle, it is to
be understood that any desired position may
be obtained. The particular showing Fig. 2
presents only four notches with which the
plunger 30 has engaged. It is quite apparent
that instead of four notches, a series of scal-
lops having lesser arcs may be provided in
order to increase the number of notches
whereby the device is not limited to'any par-
ticular group of positions other than those
which may be most desirable.

While but a single embodiment of this in-
vention is herein-shown and described, it is
to be understood that various modificatiohs
will be apparent to one skilled in the art with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of
this invention, and therefore, the same is to
be limited only by the scope of the appended
claims and the prior art.

We claim: :

1. A fountain pen desk stand comprising

70

‘(]

80

85

90

05

100

105

110

115

120

130



1,783,630

a flat base adapted to be placed on the top
of a desk, supporting means on said base, a
receptacle having a projecting portion there-
on pivotally mounted on said supporting
5 Ineans, said projecting portion having a scal-
loped periphery indicative of a plurality of
predetermined positions into which said re-
ceptacle may be urged, and a spring pressed
plunger for seating engagement with said
scallops to hold said receptacle fixedly in one
of said predetermined positions unless man-
ually forced, said scallops presenting cam
surfaces when said receptacle is out of a pre-
determined position whereby said plunger is
15 urged by its spring to seat in said scallops and
thereby to pivot said receptacle into a prede-
termined position.
2. A fountain pen desk stand comprising
a flat base adapted to be placed on the top
29 of a desk, supporting means on said base, a
receptacle having a projecting portion there-
on pivotally mounted on said supporting
means, said projecting portion having a pe-
riphery including a plurality of arcuate de-
25 pressions indicative of a plurality of prede-
termined positions into which said receptacle
‘may be urged, and a spring pressed vertical-
ly reciprocating plunger in said supporting
means having an arcuate head portion for
30 seating engagement with said depressions to
hold said receptacle fixedly in one of said
predetermined positions unless manually
forced, said arcuate depressions presenting
cam surfaces when said receptacle is out of
35 a_ predetermined position whereby said
plunger is urged by its spring to seat in said
depressigns and thereby to pivot said recep-
tacle into a predetermined position. )
3. A fountain pen desk stand comprising
40 a flat base adapted to be placed on the top of
a desk, supporting means on said base, a re-
ceptacle having a projecting portion thereon
pivotally mounted on said supporting means,
said projecting portion having a sealloped
45 periphery indicative of at least one prede-
termined position into which said receptacle
may be urged, and a spring pressed plunger
for seating engagement with said scallop to
hold said receptacle fixedly in said predeter-
»0 mined position unless manually forced, said
scallop presenting cam surfaces when said
receptacle is out of a predetermined position.
whereby said plunger is urged by its spring
to seat in said scallop and thereby to pivot
83 said receptacle into said predetermined posi-
tion.
In witness whereof we have hereunto sub-
scribed our names. .
WALTER A. SHEAFFER.
WILLIAM R. CUTHBERT.
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